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A message from the Headteacher 
As you are no doubt aware members of the NEU have voted to strike on a number of days 
which will impact of the service we provide here at Latymer All Saints.  
The first strike day is Wed 1st Feb and I have been informed that up to 20 of my teaching 
staff will not be available for work on that day. As you will know the school was due to be 
closed to children for Parent consultations on that day. We have rescheduled the parent 
consultation appointments for the evenings of Tuesday 31st January and Thursday 2nd 
February and a letter will be coming out next week to allow you to book your appointments.  
There are due to be additional NEU strikes on Thursday 2nd March, Wednesday 15th March 
and Thursday 16th March. I am unsure what the impact of these will be at the moment but 
will inform you as soon as I can.  
The decision to close the school is never taken lightly, but if significant numbers of staff are 
unavailable for work I have to take this action on the grounds of health and safety. I 
apologise for any inconvenience caused.  
I will send out a letter next week detailing the changes for Wednesday 1st February.  

Words of Encouragement 
 

This week’s words of encouragement come from Psalm 28:7 
  
The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; my heart 
exults, and with my song I give thanks to him. 
 
This verse reminds us that our trust in God gives us the strength to face the everyday 
battles. Knowing this gives us confidence that God will help us and we can respond to God’s 
loving Kindness by appreciating Him in praise and worship. 

  
 

 
Look what the children have been doing 

 
Nursery 

 

“Did you know there’s no such thing as a Gruffalo?”. The children have been really excited 
listening to the story of ‘The Gruffalo’ this week. They have been busy making Gruffalo 
masks to go in our reading area as well as all the other animals in the story. The nursery 
children have also been very creative, painting their own Gruffalo and have been learning 
new vocabulary when describing the Gruffalo. 
 
Our maths this week has been the number 4. The children sang along with Pete the cat and 
the song about his groovy buttons. They counted buttons, matched the numbers to objects 
and talked about shapes with 4 sides. The children are becoming more confident when 
subitising and we are very proud of all their hard work! Well done Nursery children!!! 
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Reception 
    This week for maths we have been focusing on measures.  We used balance scales to 
compare objects to see which were lighter and which were heavier.  We used water to 
measure capacity and used lots of vocabulary including empty, full and half full. 

    
For RE our focus question was: How can we care for the animals in our special world? 
We know that it is important to care for all of God’s creatures so that they carry on living in 
our special world. We have been learning all about how to care for pets.   
We listed to the story of Adam and Eve and named all of the animals that we could think of. 
     

This week was our second Chicken Shed visit for ‘The Tales of the Rainbow’ project.   
We sang songs about the colour yellow and we did some great dancing! 
 
   Year 1 
This week in D&T, the children enjoyed making their own weather vanes. They took their 
vanes outside discussed the direction their vane was facing and the effect of the wind on them. 
In Maths they completed their unit on place value. 
In PE, children danced to the movement of different weather condition linked to our topic. They 
made up their own routines. 
In continuation of their study on Judaism, the children learnt about The Torah; why it is special 
to the Jewish religion and how it is looked after. 
 Please continue to read with your child, encourage and help them to complete all given home 
work. Endeavour to login to Numbots and Purple Mash. If you can’t find the login for your child, 
please let a member of staff know. 
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Year 2 
  This week in Year 2, the children have learned about the Lady with the lamp (Florence 
Nightingale)  and the life of Mary Seacole. They were fascinated by the experiences of these 
incredible women. This was a fantastic opportunity for the children to see how the actions of 
the past have had a powerful influence in the present day. 
We would also like to congratulate Myse 2R, Eraldo 2Y and Alison in 2B for impressive 
submissions in the 'Build a Boat'. They were all amazing pieces, but Myse pipped the 
competition to be the overall Year 2 winner. Well done all who took part! 
   
 
Year 3   
Year 3 have had a wonderful week! We took a trip to The British Museum to explore the 
Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphics exhibition! We thought it was a great opportunity as we been 
learning about the history of language and communication. We learned that these symbols 
(usually people, animals and objects) were carved into temples, monuments and 
tombs… some of which are about 5000 years old!  

 

 
We also put down our pencils and picked up our quills and some ink! Calligraphy writing was 
a great success. You could try it too! Did you know you could make your own ink at home, 
using berries? Have a go! 
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Year 4 
We had our second session from the Bread n Butter nourishing skills team. It was all about 
sugar; more specifically, the hidden sugar in our foods, those which occur naturally in fruit 
and added sugar. Most of us were surprised to learn that children between the ages of 7 and 
10 should only have 6 spoons of sugar per day. That’s in total – drinks and food. To find out 
what this actually looked like, we put food and drink in the order of the amount of sugar each 
drink or food contained. We were all very surprised! Here are our results. 

       
A can of Cola and many other drinks in this photo have a whopping 7 teaspoons of sugar!  
Some cereal bars contain a lot of sugar. Why not ask your children to share what they found 
out?  
Please remember, the children will be given the opportunity to sample a variety of foods 
subject to your permission. Please visit ParentPay to view the range of foods. Your child’s 
welfare is our priority therefore children will not take part if permission is not granted,  

  
In science, we are looking at States of Matter, a chemistry topic. We are currently completing 
a science investigation, observing how much rain we can collect over time. We will then use 
these results to help us with understanding the water cycle. We have also looked at a story 
about the water cycle, ask your children to explain what the words evaporation and 
condensation mean? 
 

 
 

 

 

Year 5 
  Putting their debating skills to the test, Year 5 held a formal debate in the hall, which 
argued the motion that; the Suffragettes were more influential in fight for woman’s suffrage 
(right to vote). The debate included a spokesperson, a time keeper and two opposing sides: 
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one supporting the motion and one opposing it. At the end, the audience then decided which 
side was more convincing!   

 
In science, year 5 have been exploring Earth and Space, exploring the movements of the 
Earth, sun, moon and other planets in our solar system. This week children studied the 8 
different phases of the moon. 

                   
                                                
Year 6 
This week in Year 6 we have spent a lot of time investigating words and phrases to help us 
describe a forest setting. We then played around with varying the position of phrases in a 
sentence to help make the sentence descriptive and appealing to the reader. Example: 
 
Object: Oak tree 
Noun Phrase: a mature oak tree  
Sentence: A long- eared owl stared silently at the sleeping dwarfs from the branch of a 
mature oak tree. (we have used Tolkien's spelling of dwarfs in this example) 
                   From the branch of a mature oak tree a long -eared owl stared silently at the 
sleeping dwarfs. 
In RE we looked at 'Confirmation' one of the seven sacraments of initiation. Children 
considered the importance to a believer of making their own choice about belonging to a 
faith. 
Our maths lessons focused on Ratio and how we can use ratio language to help us work out 
a ratio word problem. 
  

 
Attendance award 

Congratulations to the following classes for the best attendance last week! 
Reception Yellow 

1 Red 
3 Yellow 
5 Blue 

 
Maintenance fund 

It has come to my attention that a number of parents are not meeting their school 
maintenance fund commitment. As you are aware, the expectation is that parents must pay 
a maintenance fee of £36 per child attending the school. We have deliberately kept our 
maintenance fee as low as possible to support our families. This funding is paid directly to 
the diocese and is used to maintain, improve and keep our school building safe. If you fail to 
pay your maintenance fee we have to fund this commitment to the Diocese from existing 
school funds and this makes it even more difficult to provide the quality education each child 
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deserves. A letter has been sent to each family who has not paid their maintenance fee for 
this academic year. I would urge you to make paying this year’s fee a priority to safeguard 
our ability to keep providing the best we can for all of our children. As outlined in the letter, if 
you are suffering severe financial hardship, please speak to Byron Russell, our school 
business manager, who can look at ways in which we can help.  
Many thanks to the families who have paid their maintenance fee for this year.  

 
 

Parent consultations 
As detailed in the opening paragraph to this newsletter, there has been a change to our 
Parent consultation meetings. Please look out for the letter which will be sent out next week 
detailing the new days and times.  

 
 

  FSM applications 
Many families on lower incomes or who are in receipt of benefits are eligible for Pupil 
premium funding. This funding allows us to provide additional help for your child including 
free school meals after the end of Year 2. If you think your child may be eligible please ask 
the office to help you to check. 
 

 
 

Parent workshops 
 

The next workshop run by Mr Gill and Miss Brown will be: 
Year 2 – Reading Tuesday 24th January  2023     9am – 10am 
 
The aim of this workshop is to give parents an opportunity to work with their children in key 
areas of study and provide a range of useful ideas to be used at home. 
 

Year 2 SATS  question books will available after the Y2 workshop priced at £10. 
 

Keep a look out for further workshops during the year in the other year groups 
 

 
Art Competition 

 
A challenge has been set to the artists within our school, to create an idea of a snow globe 
that has some of your most favourite things inside. It can be something from your favourite 
movie, book or something that you love to do! The template and flyer explaining the details 
has been sent out, with some examples of some creative ideas.  
The deadline is Monday 30th January 2023.  
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Maths Big Question 
To help our children understand that maths is an important aspect of our daily lives we set a 
maths big question every half term for children to consider with parents and carers.  
 

    
 

 
 
 

Community news 
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Dates for your diary 

Please make sure you check these dates regularly as additional events may be added. 
Tuesday 31st January: Parent consultation evening 3.30pm – 6.30pm by appointment. 

Wednesday 1st Feb: NEU strike day. School closed to children. 
Thursday 2nd February: Parent consultation evening 3.30pm – 6pm by appointment. 

Friday 10th Feb: Break for half term holiday. 
Monday 20th Feb: Return to school after half term holiday. 

Thursday 2nd March: potential strike by NEU. More details to follow. 
Wednesday 15th & Thursday 16th March: potential strike by NEU. More details to follow. 

Friday 31st Mar: School closes for Easter holiday at 1.30pm. 
Monday 17th Apr: Return to school after the Easter holiday. 

Monday 24th Apr: Class photograph day. 
Monday 1st May: Bank holiday 

Monday 8th May: Bank Holiday for the Kings coronation. 
Friday 26th May: school closes for half term holiday. 

Monday 5th Jun: Return to school after half term holiday. 
Monday 3rd Jul: INSET day no children in school 

Friday 21st Jul: school closes at 1.30 for summer holiday. 
 

If you have any queries about information in the newsletter please do not hesitate to contact 
school via the office or to ask one of the staff team in the playground at the beginning and end 
of the day. 
Many thanks for your continuing support. 
Best wishes 
Katy Brennan 
Head teacher 

In our school we love deeply, respecting everyone and treating them with dignity; 
we aspire with confidence, working hard and embracing challenge and 

we serve God and the community, following the example of Jesus, to create a better world. 
Ephesians 5:2 (NLT) 

ά[ƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ  ƭƻǾŜΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ IŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎέ 
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